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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for repry will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) Sj Responsive to communication(s) filed on Aug 15, 2003 



2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) Rl This action is non-final. "Via^Jw 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 53 Claim(s) 1-23 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) □ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 53 Claim(s) 1-23 is/are rejected. 

7) □ Claim (s) _ j S /are objected to. 

8) D Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) 53 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PT0-948) 5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) Q Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s). 6) O Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. The following is^&ifetatira of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) whiclfto^^the basis for all 



obviousness rejectiorislset forth in this?©ffice action: 



(a) A patentfinay not be obtained mougbHh^ identically disclosed of described as set forth 

in sectiQr|l 02 of this title, if the difierencfe^ ect matter sought to be patented and the prior 

art are^such that the subject matter as a whdlelwouldlhlave been obvious at the time thelnvention was made 



to a person having ordinary skill in the art toMich said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the myentipn'wa^made, ^ u 



This application currently names joinfinvenforsf In considering patentability^ the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the e^3Mp^ 



subject matter of the various 



claims was Gonimonly owned at th^me any iiiyentions ^ therein were made%bsent any 
evidence to the contrary. ApplibanHs .advised df the obligation under 37 CFR M6 to point out 



the inventor and invention dates bfceach clairdtftat was notxdmmonly owned af the time a later 



invention was made in r 6rder,for the examiner*®cimisider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103© 



and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) o|Mpm^ 103(a). 

2. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sciammarella 
et al. (US Patent No. 6,608,633 Bl) in view of Alexander et al. (US Patent No. 6,177,931 Bl). 

Regarding claims 1 and 12, Sciammarella discloses A method for displaying available 
television programs, comprising the steps of: obtaining a recommendation score for each of said 
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available programs (see Abstract and col. 3, lines 1-18); and displaying said list of available 
programs to a user with an indication of one or more program attributes contributing to said 
recommendation score; obtaining.a list of available pfogramslsee col. 5, lines 5-67). However, 
Sciammarella fails to explicitly teach obtaining a list of available programs. 

Alexanderfteaches obtaining a|liskof available pi^grams (see col>7/lihes 1-65 and figure 
3). It would have|>een obvious to one offiferdin^skill in the art at the timettlfe invention was 
made to provide obtaining a list of available^rograms as taught by Alexander to^helyisual 
display categorical information of ^eiammS a user friendly and enable to 

provide maximum visual information abputJeategdnbalSnformation being displayed on a display 



screen. 



t 



program attri%tes,contributing 





Regarding claim 2, SciammareK indication of one.or more 



to jsaidxecommendatibntscore provides a component score of 



said one or more program attributes,, (see col. |>|lines 43-65). 



#9 n~ j^W 



Regarding cldinf3, Sciammarella discloses wherein said indication of one or more 
program attnbutes contributing to said recommendation;^ a most significant 



program attribute (see col. 9, lines 13-20). 

Regarding claim 4, Sciammarella discloses wherein said indication of one or more 
program attributes contributing to said recommendation score indicates a predefined number of 
most significant program attributes (see col. 6, lines 43-65). 
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Regarding claim 5, Sciammarella discloses wherein said indication of one or more 
program attributes contributing to said recommendation score utilizes a color scheme (see col. 4, 
lines 1-65). {vft i\ l( jJ 

Regarding claims 6 an&7, Sciammarella discloses wherei njsaid color scheme discretely 

h, 4 

maps said score to a color; and whereinCsaid color scheme continuously maps-said score to a 
color (see coUf^nes 43-67). 



Regarding claims 8 and 9, Alexanderpiscloses wherein said indication olorie or more 
program attributes contributing to said recommend a variable size-of-text 

scheme; arid-wherein said indication ofione^rMof ^program attributes contributing to said 
recommendation score utilizes a van^letfate^of^ickSFseheme (see col. 29, lines 14-67). 

Regarding claims 10 and tC ^xariHe said indication, of one or more 

%^ \ r^^^rtf^^— | CI 

program attributes contnbuting to said recommendatidnrscore utilizes a variable brightness 

l^' 111 ^1 X#* 

scheme; wherein saiddndication'of one or mori program attributes contributing to said 



recommendation score utilizes a variable bax©i^^ee col. 29-30i lin^k-67). 

2^ f 

Regarding claims 1 3 ^d /1 4, Sciammarella^ disclo^^^ wherein said visual cue of one or 
more program attributes contributing to said recommendation score utilizes a color scheme; and 
wherein said color scheme discretely maps said score to a color (see col. 10, lines 1-55). 

As claims 15-23 are analyzed as previously discussed with respect to claims 1-13 above. 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
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Inquires 



5. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication 6r=earlieK communications from the examiner 



should be directed to Cao^Keyin) Nguyen whose telephone num%^(7^ 3 ) 305-3972. The 



examiner 




supervisor,|ohn W. Cabeca, can be reached^ (7G^ 308-3 1 16. The fax number ; fofethis group 
is (703) 746-7240. 



1 

Anjfeinquiry of a genera 
should be directed to the Group 





nature,or^relatingabJ,tlie ir status of this application onproceeding 
receptibjiisfewWse.blelhone number is (703) 305-3800 



Cao (Kevin) Nguyen 

Primary Examiner (kw21 73) 
October 28, 2003 



1 * 



^:: :t , 2 ^ 



